


and the rural schools of the state, both elementary a.nd secondary.

The Division of City Secondary Schools administered. and supervised
city high schools and junior colleges. The principal concern of this
division was to supervise vocational education, except in the field of
agriculture (which was under the Division of Rural Schools).

2.

The Division of Adult Education was responsible for developing
standards and promoting education for adults in high schools and
junior colleges. It carried out research and developed courses in
parental education and child study. and it promoted and directed the
education of immigrants.
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The Division of Health and Physical Education was responsible for
supervising health education and physical education of boys and girls
in the public schools.

4.

5 The Division of Special Education was responsible fc,r supervising
programs for the education of physically handicapped, mentally re-
tarded, and otherwise exceptional children, and for mental hygiene.

6. The Division of Research and Statistics was assigned the functions
of compiling statistics; drafting official records and report forms;
stimulating. coordinating. and conducting educationa.l research;
apportioning state school funds; and distributing forr:as and data.

The Division of Teacher Training and Certification vIas responsible
for the general supervision of teacher training in ins:titutions approv-
ed by the Department of Education and for the issuar:lce of teachers'
credentials.

The Division of Publications and 'Textbooks was responsible for edi-
torial and clerical activities in connection with all publications
compiled. listed, or distributed by the Department.

8.

The Division of Schoolhouse Planning, created by an addition to the
Political Code, was to serve schools by giving exper't advice con-
cerning the planning and construction of school buildings. It had
responsibilities in three areas: (1) establishing standards; (2)
conducting surveys; and (3) checking and approving plans and speci-
fications for new buildings.

9.

10. The Division of Libraries was created by specialleg:islation that
brought the State Library (established in 1850) into the Department
of Education. It performed library services for the people of the
state, the schools, and school officials, and it was responsible for
supervising the county library system and the libraries of the state
teachers colleges.

Acting on recommendations of the Superintendent. the State Board of
Education appointed chiefs for all divisions except two. No budget had been
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That the State Department of Education and the State Legislature
be urged to oppose vigorously any lowering of standards for regular
credentials, or any proposal to extend the period of 'validity of
credentials issued on the emergency basis beyond thl~ close of the
school year during which the President declares the emergency
ceases to exist. 2~

3.

The State Board of Education responded to these suggestions. A Division
of Audio- Visual Education was established within the Department of Educa-
tion in April, 1944, and a Division of Readjustment Education for the educa-
tion of veterans was established in August.

A special legislative ~ession was called June 3. 1944, to consider
educational bills. One bill provided $4.5 million for elementary schools,
all to be spent on teachers' salaries and supplies for the schools. A
teachers' retirement bill was also passed. And an appropriation of $20, 000
was allocated to the State Reconstruction and Reemployment Commission
for the purpose of making a study of the administration, organization, and
financial support of the public school system of the state. F:esponsibility
for the supervision of the study was assumed by the Citizen~; Advisory
Committee on Readjustment Education. George D. Strayer, Professor
Emeritus of Education, Teachers College, Columbia University, was
employed as consultant. To speed up the study, subgroups 'worked on
various aspects: a method of equalizing the burden of the edlLlcational pro-
gram among the school districts; supply and demand for tea,:::hers; reorganiza-
tion of school district administration; and analysis of the internal organization
of the State Department of Education and of its administrative procedures.
A study of the last-named aspect was made by J. N. Mills, head of a firm
of management consultants. The Mills study was presented in December,
1944, and the Strayer study in February, 1945. These studies resulted in
far-reaching changes in the Department of Education.

23Frank B. Lindsay, " Articulation of Areas of Secondar:{ Education:
Proposals of High School and Junior College Principals, II California Schools
XV (June. 1944), 154-55. -
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